
Dear 1st Presbyterian members & friends,                               April/May 2018                                                 
 
 Easter Sunday falls on April 1st this year. ñFor the message of the 
cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,ò writes Paul in I 
Corinthians 1, ñbut to us who are being saved it is the power of God... We 
preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is 
wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than 
human strength.ò 
 If the Christian faith is true, nothing in this life, nothing in this 
world could be more important. Yet, to the world, Christians often look 
foolish. ñWhy or how can you believe in a guy who supposedly died and 
then came back to life and then went away up in the clouds?ò Or, ñHow 
could a manôs execution on a Roman cross so very long ago bring 
forgiveness to your life today?ò --- ñThatôs just crazy... how foolish can you 
be?ò 
 Obviously, itôs a question of faith; a faith that has historical 
reliability; the faith of the experience of millions of people coming to 
accept the Risen Lord; a faith confirmed with the inspiration of Godôs 
Word, the Bible. As people living in the 21st century A.D. (in the year of our 
Lord), we have so very much to go on supporting faith in Jesus Christ. 
 With Easter (Resurrection Day) on April 1st, I am reminded of the 
saying in Psalms 14 and 53, ñThe fool says in his heart, óThere is no God.ô 
They are corrupt, and their ways are vile, there is no one who does good.ò 
 Who can argue for the condition of our world today: the violence, 
the corruption, the hatred, the disregard for human life? 
 In the church calendar, followed by many churches over the 
centuries, the Easter season begins with Easter Sunday and runs for 6 
weeks rejoicing, celebrating the reality of the Resurrection and hope we 
have by faith in eternal life. 
   So, come to worship April 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th, and May 6th to 
live in faith in the Risen Christ.    

                                                          Pastor Mike 
                                                                                   Rev. Dr. Michael Imperiale 
 
ñWhen we in our foolishness thought we were wise/ He played the fool and He 

opened our eyes 
When we in our weakness believed we were strong/ He became helpless to show 

we were wrong 
And so we follow God's own fool/ For only the foolish can tell- 
Believe the unbelievable/ And come be a fool as wellò  

(lyrics by Michael Card). 
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FROM THE PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 

Here is a question about your New Testament 
studies: how well do you know the book of 
James?  It is a short book, only five chapters 
long.  It is called a letter, yet we donôt know 
who wrote it or for whom it was written.  
Here is what our speaker for the womenôs 
retreat, Dr. Martha Moore-Keish, notes about 
Jamesô uniqueness: ñThe book of James 
offers a minority report in the New 
Testament, an alternative view to the ones we 
more often hear from the synoptic gospels, 
Paul and John.  Unlike the gospels, James 
has no explicit references to narratives of 
Jesus, including his death and resurrection; 
indeed, he says little directly about Jesus at 
all. Unlike Paul, he says nothing about a 
distinction between Jews and Gentiles, which 
is vital to Paulôs understanding of Christôs 
reconciling work. Further, unlike Paul, James 
does not describe the church as the body of 
Christ, which would explicitly connect the 
Christian community to the ongoing work of 
Jesus in the world. Unlike John, who 
portrays serious tension between the Jews 
who recognized Jesus as Messiah and those 
who did not, James recognizes no such 
divide. Unlike almost all the New Testament 
texts, the moral teachings of James are not 
connected to any experience of conversion, or 
becoming a Christian.ò   

Yes, James is a unique book of the Bible.  So 
unique (and even odd) in fact, that Protestant 
leader Luther was challenged by it.  In his 
introduction to the New Testament Luther 
wrote this: "St. John's Gospel and his first 
Epistle, St. Paul's Epistles, especially those to 
the Romans, Galatians, Ephesians, and St. 
Peter's Epistle--these are the books which 
show to thee Christ, and teach everything 
that is necessary and blessed for thee to 
know, even if you were never to see or hear 
any other book of doctrine. Therefore, St. 
James' Epistle is a perfect straw-epistle 
compared with them, for it has in it nothing 
of an evangelic kind.ò  Ouch, did Luther just 
dismiss a book of the Bible?  In the end he 
did not, but he struggled with it. 

Well, on our womenôs retreat at the end of 
April, we are going to take a more in depth 
look at this short book we call James.  Why?  
Because not only is scripture and there for a 
reason, but it is also quite contemporary to 
us.  Moore-Keish writes that the most 
important reason to study James is ñthat this 
often-neglected text offers remarkably timely 
wisdom for our world today. This letter is not 
just an historical artifact, but scripture. 
Through these words, God not only spoke to 
a community long ago, but continues to 
speak to us now.ò  So on our retreat we will 
look at five themes from the book of James 
that speak to us today: 1) James speaks to a 
world that was dealing with issues 
surrounding migration and refugees, 2) 
Jamesô Christological perspective speaks to a 
world of religious diversity and conflict, 3) 
James offers practical guidance on living in 
community with others, 4) James had real 
concerns the poor and the sick and those on 
the margins of society, and 5) ñin a time of 
anxiety and change, James emphasizes the 
enduring word of God and our corresponding 
call to endurance.ò 

Whether you are a lady going on the retreat, 
or a lady not going on the retreat, or a 
gentleman, I invite you to read the book of 
James in the coming weeks.  It will not take 
you long.  See where you see these themes 
popping up.  What does this book say about 
the Christian life?  What does this book say to 
you??? 
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